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Synthese

Writing Task - synthesis
OBJECTIVE PART (about 280 words here)

In article 1, “Art is how we justify our existence,” David Zwirner uses the current
inaccessibility of art and cultural institutions, caused by the pandemic, to express his
appreciation of art experience. Starting with his personal views, he extends his thoughts to
man’s relationship with art in general, referring back to prehistoric cave paintings. Not
merely a source of sensations, art is an intellectual pursuit that must be, for the author,
engaging and inspirational. Art fosters understanding and curiosity and unites people.

The author evokes the debate of science versus humanities and warns that man’s future
challenge could involve man’s ability to control technology, invented by himself. Zwirner
feels that being cut off from art today makes people realize how important art and culture
are to humans. While technology helps fill the gap, nothing can replace art as the center of
man’s life.

Document 2 is about an author who uses digital technology to write fiction. Robin Sloan has
built date bases of writing by famous authors as well as oral histories, poetry, press articles,
and wildlife bulletins that produce sentences that are extensions of his own (sentences).
Sloan points out that he limits this practice to a character that is a computer in the story. The
author of the article stipulates that there have been other attempts to use computers to
write fiction, citing different genres from the 1960s and 1990s that anticipated this practice.

Artificial intelligence is playing an increasingly bigger role today, to the point that some
authors are using it to augment their fiction, which leads one to wonder whether machines
are beginning to replace artists.

SUBJECTIVE PART — much variation is possible here. (about 40 words here)

While Mr Zwirner is right to ponder the future of art, especially when he sees how writers
use technology in their creations, he need not worry. Only humans are truly creative, thanks
to their spirit and sensibilities.



